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Vocabulary and Word 
Formation

Practical (and fun!) Classroom Activities
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Vocab Review Dice 
• Students in groups of 3-5
• Recent vocabulary on cards, cut up in a pile 

in the middle of the group.
Here’s how it works…
Roll the dice:
1 or 2 – You explain the word (Keep the card 
hidden!)
3 or 4 – Table explains the word to you (Card 
on your forehead, no peeking!)
5 or 6 – Choose a “victim” in your group, make 
them spell the word!
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Word Formation *BANANA*

Great for practising and reviewing:
• Noun/verb/adjective/adverb 

transformations
• Prefixes and suffixes



Based on…

https://www.english-grammar.at/online_exercises/word-formation/wf061-sentences.htm

https://www.english-grammar.at/online_exercises/word-formation/wf061-sentences.htm
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Here’s how it works…
• Put students in pairs with a pen and paper 

between them
• Have a number (10 ish?) of pre-prepared 

sentences like this…

“Even at 80 years old, he still maintains a *BANANA* 
lifestyle” (ACT)
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Example activity
1. Expect 6. Patriot

2. Arrange 7. Agree

3. Invite 8. Excite

4. Die 9. Create

5. Appear 10. Likely



Vocabulary Whiteboards
How it works…
• Put students in groups of 3-5
• Give each group a small whiteboard, marker and eraser
• Explain that you will give definitions of recent vocabulary, and 

that students must write the correct vocab (with correct 
spelling!) as quickly as possible

• Award points as follows: 1 point = correct word and spelling, 
bonus point = correct and fastest!

• New writer for each new vocab item, but whole team ca help


