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Our Project



Our Project Aims

1. to raise awareness of suprasegmental pronunciation features using 
news stories

2. to develop suprasegmental pronunciation features through 
production of news stories & the use of technology

3. to improve student confidence in communicating



Teaching Context

VUE: General English and English for Academic Purposes



News with a VUE
Cycle 1: Voluntary extra-curricular lunchtime class
• Interviewed for participants
• Selected 10 students
• Ran the program over 8 weeks (2 lunchtime classes)

Cycle 2: Speaking component of Upper-Intermediate course 
curriculum
• Team-taught over 1 day



Part A : Aim and Lesson Format

Aim: to build awareness of suprasegmental features 
through analysis of news stories (chunking/ syllable and 
word stress/ question intonation)

Sourcing the Stories:
•Grabaword
•Library Acquisitions (Clickview)



Clickview: Clickview.com.au





Part A : Aim and Lesson Format
News Stories:
•Suitability
•Good/bad models

Lesson Format:
1. Introductory Awareness Building Session 
2. News Story 
3. Applying Knowledge and Consolidation of Skills



Part A: Changes from Cycle 1 to Cycle 2



Student Awareness

I think it means when you stand in front of people and trying to speak but 
the words won’t come out.
When we speak, get short term between word and word in order to 
distinguish and emphasise the meaning.

It means that your heart is pounding very high but you’re not running and 
your hands are sweating.
It’s when you pronounce in a different way a word. Means that the word 
is more important.



Part B: Aim and Format

Aim: to help students to gain confidence when speaking to native 
speakers, and to improve intelligibility through raising awareness of 
suprasegmental features. 
Lesson Format:
1. Script interview (lead-in/ questions/ sign-off)
2. Shoot videos 
3. Compress & upload videos



Part B: Changes from Cycle 1 to Cycle 2

Cycle 1:
• Dropbox

Issues:
• Difficulties using Dropbox
• Student engagement with the technology 



Part B: Changes from Cycle 1 to Cycle 2

Cycle 2:
• Padlet
• Better rapport with students 
• Peer feedback activities
• Appropriate responses & framing 



Part B: What is Padlet? 

• Padlet is a free software program
• We use ‘Padlet Backpack’ (Vic Uni has a license) 
• It looks like a social media platform 
• It is easy to use (QR code or link) 
• It has settings for privacy/ posting preferences  



How to set up and use a Padlet account 

Step 1: Type www.padlet.com
Step 2: Click on ‘Try it free for 30 days’ and create an account or 
memberships start at $12 for a ‘Backpack Padlet’ 
Step 4: Click on ‘Make a Padlet’ 

http://www.padlet.com/


How to set up and use a Padlet account 
continued 
• Step 5: You can ‘start with a blank one’ or ‘choose a template’ 

I prefer ‘Wall’ as it looks more like a social media page. 

Step 6: Design your space using Padlet’s intuitive software 



How to set up and use a Padlet account 
continued 
• Step 7: Set your post specifications.

These are the standards settings of any Padlet
you create.

These are my preferred settings. 

Note: Reactions ‘thumbs up’ or thumbs down’ 
should be avoided. 



How to set up and use a Padlet account 
continued 

Step 7: Happy posting! You can add things to your class Padlet by clicking on this: 



Other uses for Padlet

• Excursions: Immigration museum/ NGV 
• Padlet Passport (Adapted from ‘Student Experience Passport’ 

from Newcastle University/ Innovation award winner 2019 
EA Conference) 



Challenges to consider

• Padlet only allows videos under 25 mb to uploaded
Solution: Students get a free app called ‘Video Compress’ which does 
not compromise the video quality 

• Reluctance to incorporate new technology
Solution: PD sessions and follow-up drop-in sessions





Padlet in your centre/centres
Task: 
1. Get into groups. 
2. Think of how you could use Padlet at your 
centre/centres.
3. Once you have finished put your ideas up on the 
UECA Padlet Fun page. 

Steps:
Scan the QR code
Click on the ‘plus’ or double tap your phone 
Either type or make a short video of your 
ideas to upload to Padlet



Final Reflections









News with (a)VUE Padlet

https://victoriauniversityau.padlet.org/e5103988/yw6eycyjjhzx

Carla : Carla.Bardella@vu.edu.au
Shawna: Shawna.Lavis@vu.edu.au

https://victoriauniversityau.padlet.org/e5103988/yw6eycyjjhzx
mailto:Carla.Bardella@vu.edu.au
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