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English for Tertiary studies (ETS) 

• Direct entry pathway program for 
international students

• 18 week course, broken down in 3 by 6 week 
sessions (ETS1, 2 and 3)

• Students can enter the course at any session, 
having met entry requirements

• Major review every 5 years



ETS COURSE STRUCTURE

• ETS 2 and 3 are divided into Academic Reading 
and Writing (ARW) and Academic Listening 
and Speaking (ALS) streams

• ETS1 is the foundation course and is more 
holistic 

• Each skill is taught and tested separately 



Planning process

• Teacher feedback (continuous feedback sessions 
and surveys)

• Student feedback and reflections (continuous and 
surveys)

• ETS and subject coordinator feedback

• Working committee was formed



Working committee

• Studied all the student and teacher feedback
• Conducted meetings with Faculty staff and 

studied their course outlines (assessment 
tasks section only)

• Conducted meetings with ex-ETS students at 
the University

• Discussions and regular meetings with College 
ELICOS Manager and ETS Coordinator



Rationale for Assessments

• To increase relevance of assessment tasks at 
university

• To ensure multiple formative feedback to 
students

• To ensure students remained engaged 
throughout sessions

• To continue assessing the 4 macro skills



Major change in course structure

Old course

• 3 independent sessions

New course

• 2 independent sessions 
(ETS 18 and 12 weeks)*

Ø To accommodate 
assessment tasks and 
feedback better



Changes in Assessment tasks:
ETS 1

Old course
ARW
• Paragraph supporting an 

opinion

• Vocabulary and grammar 
quiz (week 4_10%)

New course
ARW
• Short report based on  

graphs (Based on 2 graphs: 
Findings, Analytical 
discussion, Conclusion)

• Grammar quiz 
(week 3_5%)

• Vocabulary quiz
(week 6_5%)



ETS 2 ARW

Old course
Only 2 assessment tasks (both 
exams)
• Critical Reading Assessment

(40%) week 4
• Report Writing exam 

(60%) week 5/6
(Based on 3 graphs: 
Introduction, Findings, 
Analysis and interpretation, 
Conclusion)

New course
3 assessments (only 1 exam and 2 
formative assessments)
• CRA and Annotation (30%)
• Draft Introduction and body 

paragraph 1
(week 4_10%)

• Research Report (week 
6_60%)
(Based on research from 
journal articles: Introduction, 
Critique, Conclusion, 
Reference list) 



ETS 3 ARW

Old course
• Draft Introduction (week 

2_2%) Moodle submission
• Draft body paragraph 1 

(week 3_3%) Moodle 
submission

• Research essay (35%_week 
4) based on 4 journal 
articles (searched from the 
library website)

• Final exam (Argument 
essay) 60%_week 5/6 

New course
• Critical Reading assessment

(15%_week 3)
• Academic essay development 

assessment (week 4_20%)
• Final exam (week 5/6_60%)*
• Moodle discussion post 

(weekly_5%) Reflections and 
response to other students’ 
posts



ETS Final exam

Old course
Argument essay
• IELTS type, evidence from 

students’ own general 
knowledge/memory or 
experiences

• Introduction, 2 body 
paragraphs and conclusion

New course
Argument essay
• Evidence based on the 

reading extracts provided (2 
A4 pages max)

• Same structure as EDA





Aligning of assessment tasks

ETS3 CRA paragraph ETS3 EDA and exam essay 
body paragraph structurePart B: Essay paragraph evidence selection 

 
 
Q.4 Complete the following plan for an essay paragraph by paraphrasing relevant 
evidence from the article. At least one of the reasons must be supported by one 
of the figures (a table or graph) in the article.  
 
The essay question: 
Modern technology is harmful to education. Do you agree?  
 
 
Claim:  Modern technology distracts students from their learning.  
Justification: This is because technologies are designed to draw the immediate 
attention of users.  
Specific Reason 1: Technology distracts students focus and thereby reduces their 
exam performance. 
Examples/evidence from the article (must include Harvard reference):  
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 1 Claim

Stage 2 Justification

Stage 3 Specific Reason 

Stage 4 Evidence

Stage 5 Critical Comments

Stage 6 Conclusion



ETS 2 ALS

Old course
• Online listening test (about 

interview skills)

• Individual presentation
(based on primary research)

ETS3

New course
• Online listening test (about 

debate skills) 

• Debate*

• Moodle discussion post 
(weekly_5%)



Debate
• Week 6
• Based on a theme and 

background readings given at 
the beginning of the session

• Reflective Moodle posts
• Similar structure as ETS 3 

argument essay
• On the day of the debate
Ø Debate topic
Ø Team members
Ø Speaker numbers
Ø Affirmative or negative team

• 30 minutes preparation time
• 30 minutes for each debate 

(15 minutes per team)

• Designated roles for each 
speaker (particularly first and 
last)

• Debate practice- roles of each 
speaker 

• Convenor
• Time keeper



ETS 3 ALS

Old course
• Lecture listening exam (live 

and based on a theme)

• Group presentation (based 
on a news item) 
{week 6}

New course
• Online listening test 

• Individual presentation 
(group work precedes) 
based on primary research 
{interviews, data collection, 
collation, analysis and 
presentation} (week 6_60%)



Challenges

• New assessment tasks so writing new task 
sheets, marking criteria and models.

• Trialling them and fixing them
• Concerns for increased number of assessment 

tasks



Conclusion

• Changes have been welcomed by staff and 
management

• Greater consistency of results between sessions
• Improved quality of students response in exams 

(final exam)
• Better engagement of students in assessment 

tasks, especially debate
• Better understanding of assessment tasks due to 

better alignment between them 



Thank you 

Questions?


